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In the mold of our very popular series of state alphabet books, we offer "Z is for Zamboni" to hockey

fans young and old across North America. Matt Napier's "breakaway" rhymes and "hard-checking"

expository text team up with the "top-shelf" illustrations of Melanie Rose to elucidate this

increasingly popular game for every beginning hockey aficionado. Highlighting rules, players,

coaches, teams, and the history of the game, it is both fun and educational.
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I am always curious to learn just what letter will be used in the title of an alphabet book. "Z is for

Zamboni" is perfect! Why? Because what I know about hockey is contained in the title: a zamboni

(to quote the book) is "a machine that cleans the ice, ensuring for tomorrow's game/ a surface

smooth and nice."I looked at all the hockey books in the children's division of , seeking just one

representative, informative book about hockey. I had a request from one of my younger

patrons/students for a book on hockey. Being familiar with the alphabet books, I knew this one

would not disappoint. In fact, I am sure it will delight.But back to that zamboni. "The ice of the

hockey arena becomes rough and chopped-up after the players skate on it for awhile." Repairing it

was difficult until Frank Zamboni, in 1949, "invented a motorized ice-resurfacing machine" which

"scrapes off a thin layer of ice and lay(s) down an even amount of water" at the beginning of each

period and each game.Does the above wording seem written for ages 4-8, the intended audience?



The way all these alphabet books works is this: the little rhyming quatrains and illustrations are for

kids and the more detailed information on the sides of each double-paged spread is for older

audiences, making this book one for all ages. That is pretty much true for all the alphabet books.The

history of hockey, players, terms, sporting events, and participation in the sport are items included in

the book. And, wow, I learned quite a bit in my read-through. Young readers will have a field day

with this book. No, make that: Young readers will have a hockey game with this book. No, that

means hitting and shoving and perhaps a P: penalty for two, five, or ten minutes.
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